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Arête 
Academy 

 
Believing that the problems of the world 
cannot be solved without serious 
engagement, Arête Academy seeks to 
create a new kind of educational 
experience—one that can shape 
generations of students to be agents of 
transformation, challenged and equipped 
to do hard things; to be creators, rather 
than consumers. An educational system 
that values intense rigor on the one hand 
and collaborative learning on the other. A 
pedagogy based upon projects of both 
personal and social value. A school where 
play, learning, and transformation go 
hand in hand. 

Arête Academy is an educational 
environment like no other! Its very mission 
is rooted in the ancient principles of social 
justice, engaging philosophy, rigorous 
discourse, and the belief that the true 
goal of education is not mastery of 
subject matter, but of one’s whole self. 

At Arête Academy, students will engage in 
“learning-as-discovery,” as they are 
pushed beyond finding the right answers, 
to learning to ask the right questions. 

From the roundtable discussions taking 
place in every classroom, to hands-on, 
learner centered projects, the intent is on 
shaping conversations that matter. 
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Arête 
Academy 
Curricular 
Vision: 
Ninth Grade 

 

 

The Human 
Condition 

 

The ninth grade curriculum rotates through two 
concepts: The Self and Heroism and Villainy. It is 
the goal of the ninth grade year to engage the 
following questions:  

1. Do you know enough about human nature? 
2. Do you know enough about the human 

condition? 
3. Do you really know yourself? 
4. Do you know how to avoid tragic falls? 
5. Do you have a better understanding of the 

nature of evil in the world and what to do about 
it?  
 

Students work through these issues in 
interdisciplinary, team-taught, project 
based units that qualify them both 
to meet the admission standards 
for college, and to gain a 
deeper understanding of their 
role in shaping the human 
experience.  

The Nature of the Self… 
First Semester: The Self: In this unit students wrestle with 
the following questions: 

1. What is the self?  
2. Where does the self come from? 
3. Who do I mean by “I”? 
4. Who am I?  

 
Students study a variety of existentialist thinkers, including 
Camus, Sartre, Kierkegaard, and Nietzsche, and explore the self 
from the position of philosophy, religion, psychology and science. 

Readings might include: 

Death of a Salesman, Metamorphosis, Romeo and Juliet, Anthem 

Projects might include: 

• Creating an anthology of stories collected from senior 
citizens 

• Painting “self-portrait” murals, composing original life 
“sound tracks” 

• Doing statistical research on the connection between 
one’s view of the self and one’s choice of occupation 

• Body language public service announcement that looks 
at the media’s effect on teen’s concepts of themselves 

 

 

Second Semester: Heroism and Villainy: In this unit, students 
will explore the “monomyth” of the hero’s journey as it presents 
itself throughout culture and study the Aristotelian concept of 
tragedy in order to engage the following questions: 

1. What makes a hero? What makes a villain? 
2. How do we overcome our tragic flaws? 
3. What is evil? Where does it come from? How do we 

address the problem of evil? 
 

In the first half of this unit, students explore what being 
“heroic” means through Joseph Campbell’s Hero’s Journey model. 
We examine such cultural archetypes as The Wise Old Man, The 
Tempter, The Shadow, The Sidekick, and the Antagonist. 

Readings might include: 

Comparing The Hobbit and The Odyssey; The Alchemist, Antigone, 
Dr. Faustus 

In the second half of this unit, students wrestle with the 
problem of evil, its possible sources, historical and literary 
examples, and its effect on the human experience. 

Readings might include: 

Lord of the Flies, Night, Oliver Twist, Huck Finn, Boy in the 
Striped Pajamas 

Projects might include: 

• Writing, producing, and filming an original hero’s 
journey movie 

• Studying and recreating the Milgrim Experiment  
• Researching the banality of evil in Nazi Germany for 

similarities to our own culture 
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Arête 
Academy 
Curricular 
Vision: 
Tenth Grade 

 

 

Moral  

Imagination 

 The Pursuit of Wisdom… 
The highest value in Greek culture, Arête meant “virtue” or “excellence” and can be translated as “reaching 
one’s highest potential.” The ancient Greeks believed that true education was not linked to mastery of 
subject matter, but to mastery of one’s person, resulting in Arête—the ability to use good judgment, to live 
reverently, to make decisions with justice, and to engage in thoughtful citizenship. During the tenth grade 
year, students wrestle with various ethical constructs in order to answer the following questions: 
 

1. Do you really know how to tell right from wrong? 
2. Do you really know how to tell good from bad? 
3. What does it mean to be virtuous?  
4. What role does morality play in the modern era?  

 
 

Readings might include: 

The Once and Future King, Fairy Tales, Siddhartha 

Selections from: Nichomachean Ethics, Worldly Wisdom, Civilization and its Discontents, Phaedo, Proverbs, Fear 
and Trembling,    

 

Projects might include: 

• Researching applied ethics in the field of medicine, geoethics, business, politics, relationships, etc. 
• Writing a code of ethics for a given field of interest 
• Creating a leadership curriculum that takes morality, wisdom and ethics into practical consideration 
• Creating a morality play performed by students for a selected audience 

 

 Studies include:  
• Virtue ethics 
• Utilitarianism 
• Consequentialism  
• Deontology 
• Nonconsequentialism 
• Pragmatism  
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Arête 
Academy 
Curricular 
Vision: 
Eleventh 
Grade 

 

 

Justice 

And  

Democracy 

+ The Pursuit of Justice… 
Believing that the ancient Athenian project of justice and democracy are still as 
relevant and necessary today as ever before, Arête Academy offers students in their 
junior year the chance both to explore the history of these noble ideals, and to put 
them into demonstrated practice.  

First Semester: Justice 

In this unit, students wrestle with the following questions: 

1. What does it mean to be just? 
2. What is the good? 
3. How does one apply justice fairly? 
4. What is a just society? 

 

Students study a variety of concepts related to justice, 
including distributive, redemptive, punitive, restorative, and 
social. 

Readings might include:  

Michael Sandel’s Justice, Plato’s Republic, Selections from 
Marx, Rawls, Hobbes, Roussuea, Aquinas, Mill, MacIntyre, 
Dworkin, and Adam Smith, “Letter from a Birmingham Jail” 

1984, Beowulf, The Invisible Man, The Divine Comedy, King 

Second Semester: Democracy 

In this unit, students study historical visions for 
democracy, beginning with Athens through the 
Enlightenment and into the modern American democratic 
experiment, to answer the following questions: 

1. What is the history of democracy? 
2. Is democracy the best vision for society? Why or 

why not? 
3. What are the key elements of a democratic 

society?  
4. Is America still a democracy?  

 

Readings might include: 

Tocqueville and the American Experiment, Locke’s Second 
Treatise on Government, Founding Brothers, American 
Creation, First Democracy: The Challenge of an Ancient 
Idea 

During the junior year, students work in groups to imagine the founding of a 
“more perfect union”—the creation of a sustainable nation that does not 

have widespread crime, hunger, poverty, oppression and injustice. 
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Arête 
Academy 
Curricular 
Vision: 
Twelfth Grade 

 

 

Service 
Leadership 

Capstone and 
Independent 

Studies 

+ Leaders and Scholars… 

Service Leadership: A 
practicum in Civic Engagement 

and Social Justice 

The Service Leadership Course (SLC) focuses on the civic 
and social responsibilities of contemporary leaders. 
Students will address some of the most important issues 
facing modern society and work to create thoughtful 
solutions at the global, national, and local levels.  

In-depth look at issues of civic responsibility and social 
justice, including (but not limited to): 

Education   Gender Issues   
Water & Food   Children’s Rights 
Environment   Health/Disease   
Human rights   Conflict resolution 
Crime    Violence/Abuse  
Class struggles  Poverty 

Projects might include: 

Public service announcements, whitepapers,  video 
documentaries,  creation of non-profits or social 
business 

Arete Academy offers the Independent Studies Program to 
the highly self- motivated, intellectually curious student 

who picks a topic of interest from any formal chaired 
discipline (science, math, art, literature, philosophy, history, 

music, drama, leadership) to study in-depth under the 
guidance of a faculty advisor, culminating in an agreed-

upon formal assessment and presentation of learning to the 
Arete Academy community. 

Sample Projects Include: 

• Creative Writing: Novel in Production 
• Freudian Dream Analysis 
• Holocaust Letters Anthology  
• Original Film Production 
• City Planning 
• The Psychology of Power 
• Marketing and the Human Condition 

 

The purpose of Arête Academy is  to shape students capable of using their  fu ll  moral agency to engage as 
architects of repair  in the world. To this  end, we offer two tracks during the senior year: a serv ice leadership 
capstone course an d the opportunity to engage in independent studies  projects  that offer  a  one-on-one 
faculty/student opportunity to delve more deeply into things that either are  not offered in the tradit ional 
curr icu lum, or things that a  studen t wants  to study in more dep th.  


